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The reason is that the Muslim explorer, owing to his
education and the conditions in which he lived, was
more capable of understanding the conditions and
societies of the nations through which he passed than
his predecessor.

Yet the records of Marco Polo are one of the most
valuable pages of the history of Asia, the Tartars and
the Seljuke Turks in particular. They are still a
document consulted in verifying many of the events
connected with the history of those Mogul states
which spread their dominion from the shores of the
Pacific to the east of Europe.

Marco Polo became explorer by circumstances as
the following delightful story shows. In the thirteenth
century Venice was the most important commercial
port in the Mediterranean, and its vessels visited the
Eastern ports as far as the Crimea, and its merchants
wandered in all the countries of the East. Among
these merchants was the father of the explorer, Nicolo
Polo, a yenetian of noble family who had a firm
trading in Constantinople between Venice and the
East. In 1260 A.D. Nicolo Polo sailed in his own ship,
which was laden with valuable goods, with his brother
and partner Maffeo, to Constantinople, which they
safely reached. That was in the days of Baldwin II,
the last of its crusade Kings. After spending some
time in trading they decided to continue their voyage
to the ports of the Black Sea. They sailed to Soldania
(Sudaq), a Crimean port, and then left with their
property on horseback till they reached Bulgara and
alighted in the court of a Tartar prince who governed
that country. The prince welcomed and honoured
them. They decided to compensate him for his kind
reception and presented him with some precious
jewels. The prince admired their generosity and